St John’s

Anglican Church
Coffs Harbour

www.coffsharbouranglicanchurch.org
23" December 2018

Fourth Sunday of Advent
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throughout all salvation history
which is God choosing the small
and humble to do great things.

We see this in today’s Gospel
where the mother of Jesus is not
the wife of the high priest who
lives in Jerusalem, but instead a
young unmarried woman from
Nazareth, a small settlement in
the northern part of Israel.

And yet it is this woman who
says ‘yes’ to the angel’s request
that she bear a child who will be,
‘Son of the Most High’.

We too must be prepared to say
‘yes’ when God calls us to be

T8 disciples of His kingdom.
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WELCOME

Thank you for worshiping with us today.
If you are here with us for the first time and would like to join us
regularly, please fill in an information card on the back table,
and hand it to the staff or sides person.




Sentence: Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfil-
ment of what was spoken to her by the Lord. Luke 1.45

Prayer of the Day: Gracious God, you have visited your people
and redeemed us in your Son: as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your word, and move us by
your Spirit to bless your wonderful works. We ask this through him
whose coming is certain, whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spir-
it, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Dates for your Diary

23 Dec Rehearsal Christmas Eve Service 3.30pm
24 Dec Christmas Eve Family Service 5.30pm

24 Dec Christmas Eve Carol singing 10.30 pm

24 Dec Christmas Eve Eucharist 11.00 pm

25 Dec Christmas Day Eucharist 8.00am

13 Jan Bishop Murray Harvey Visit

MISSION OF THE MONTH - DECEMBER:

The Christmas Bowl appeal is an invitation to Australian Christians
to stand by men, women and children living through conflict and
displacement. Sadly, more important than ever. For the first time in
history, there are nearly 60 million displaced people in the world who
need our help.

It is a way of forging a loving connection between the
Christian community here in Australia and people
around the world who are experiencing dreadful @
hardship and suffering. \/

Christmas
Please give generously. Bowl
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Please Pray:

We remember all those who are sick and need prayers:

We pray for Doreen Brewin, Dan Octigan, Lesley Lee, Brian
Armstrong, Rose Marie Beston, Samuel and Mary Marsden

We continue to pray for Pat Grimshaw, Enid Waites, John & Nancy
Tigwell, Hattersley & Laurel Smith-Cameron, Tony Fookes, Sylvia
Broadhurst, Rosemary Majoor, Sue Brewin, Barbara Williams, Ken
& Val Grant, Annette Lane, Elsie Tillott, Marion Murray, Cody
Cook, Margaret Fisher, Rae Rediger, Val Furniss, Lillian
Robertson, and Theresa.

We pray for those who are mourning the loss of loved ones,
especially Colin & Sue McEntyre and family.

We give thanks for and pray for the ministry of Archdeacon Gail
Hagon and pray for Gail and Mark in this time of transition.

We pray for our families and all whom we love and share our lives.
As we journey through Advent set our hearts on fire with your love
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

READINGS FOR 30" DECEMBER 2018
Samuel 2.18-20, 26

Psalm 148

Colossians 3.12-17

Luke 2.41-52

Preaching & Presiding:

6pm Rev’'d Bruce McAteer

7 & 9am Rev’'d Bruce McAteer

LLM: Bob Chambers & Jenny Hallett

Services in the Orara Valley:
Combined Service Glenreagh Rev’'d Anne Goode
Ted Clarke, lan & Gayl Ellem & Ruth Pobjoy




Micah 5.2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil,

we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers.

Hebrews 10.5-10

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
Then | said, “See, God, | have come to do your will, O God”
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-
offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then he
added, ‘See, | have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first
in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke , Chapter 1 beginning at verse 39
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town
in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb
leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be
a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

And Mary said,

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

c. The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible with Apocrypha



Coming Events & Notices

(see also back page)

BISHOP’S VISIT: Bishop Murray will be sharing in worship at St.
John’s on the 13" January 2019. There will be a combined service
that day at 8am followed by a morning tea. Please mark this date in
your diary. All are encouraged to attend.

CONFIRMATIONS: When Bishop Murray is with us there will be an
opportunity for people to be confirmed. Please speak with Rev'd
Bruce or Rev’d Anne if you are interested to find out more about this.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE: There will be a rehearsal this
afternoon at 3.30pm for all who are participating in the Nativity Story.
Helpers are needed to dress the children and to make sure the
service runs smoothly. Please let Anne know if you will be available to
help in any way on the 24" December, and come if you can to the
rehearsal.

BAND IN RECESS: January 2019. Thank-you to all the parish family
for your ongoing support , and my personal thanks to my dedicated
team including our group who picks the music. Have a safe and holy
Christmas, Audrey.

THE 5.30PM FAMILY SERVICE: will be in recess until the first week
of February. This service regularly runs during the school terms.

OP SHOP CLOSED: from the 21% December 2018 and will re —open
on the 2™ January 2019.

Prayer

Lord let us pray with Henr1 Nouwen, saying: “Thank you Lord, that
you came independently of the feelings and thoughts. Y our heart is
greater is than mine.” We welcome you. Amen.

Advent and Christmas Wisdom from Henri J. M. Nouwen

pf SN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
-Illlllllllllllllllll

6



PARISH OFFICE: will be closed from 1pm on the 24th December
until the 2nd January. For urgent needs please call one of the clergy
whose contact details are on the back page of this Bulletin.

FUNDRAISER: We have three beautiful baskets, two paintings, a doll
in a cradle and a beauty voucher from ‘Tranquillity’ to be won in our
fundraiser. You can win to receive one of our Christmas giveaway
prizes by purchasing tickets at $2 each or 3 for $5. All funds will be
given in support of the Hospital Chaplaincy.

EFM: The EfM group has completed their studies for 2018. EfM
stands for “Education for Ministry” or the alternate title is “Exploring
Faith Matters” offered by the University of the South (USA). As
December and January are very busy months we are asking for
“expressions of interest” now, to explore the possibility of continuing
the group in 2019. We will be starting at the beginning of February
but, if you are interested (no firm decision is needed — just an
expression of interest), please speak with either Norma Anderson
(66536010) or Rev Anne.

HELPERS NEEDED: To fill the roster for Morning Tea after the 9am
services.

FOOD ALLERGIES: Please do not bring cakes and biscuits that have
nuts in them to parish events as we have some children with food
allergies

Christmas Services:
24th December-Christmas Eve

5.30pm Christmas Eve Family Service
10.30pm  Praise & Carols
11.00pm  Christmas Eve Eucharist

5th December-Christmas Day
.00am Christmas Day Eucharist &
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Directory

Church Office

9am to 1pm Mondasiday

PO Box 1928

2 McLean Street,

Coffs Harbour, 2450

Phone 6651 4700

E mail: stjohnscoffs@bigpond.com
www.coffsharbouranglicanchurch.olg

Locum:
Rev Bruce McAteer
Thursday to Sunday

0417 229

Assistant Priest
& Hospital Chaplain
Rev Anne Goode
Hospital office
E mail:

0417 833 026
6656 7152
annegoode@bigpond.conj

Deacon—Pastoral Care
Rev Carol Ford
Mobile
E mail:

Children and Family Lay Minister
Position Vacant

Aged Care Ministry Co-ordinator

Bob Walsh 6696 33p9
Wardens
Lesley Miller 0429 772 164

Richard Dubois 0408 667 871

Stephen Campbell 6650 7Q19
Op Shop 6650 0433
Officiating Priests

Rev' d Jan MclLeold
Rev'd David Mor gla
Rev’d Dan Octi gajn
Rev’ d Naomi Co o k]e

POQ

0407 102 4p9
djcaford@gmail.com

Next Week

Monday 24"December
8.30am Morning Prayer
4.00pm Band Practice
5.30pm Christmas Eve
Service
10.30pm Christmas Eve
Carol Singing
11.00pm Christmas Eve
Eucharist
Tuesday 25™ December
8.00am Christmas Day

Eucharist

Wednesday 26"December
5.45 pm Evening Prayer

Thursday 27th December
Office Closed

Friday 28th December
Office Closed

Saturday 29th December
6.00pm Eucharist

Sunday 30th December
7.00am Eucharist
9.00am Eucharist

Parish Bank Details for
Direct Deposits

BSB: 705 077 Alc No:

' 00030032 Name: Coffs Harbour

Anglican Parish Please include a
description e.g. ‘offertory.’




